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The povermrent deecision not to grant Christrars hovuses in 1981

to those ewrloyees whose ronthly income exceodsd approximately
3,500.~ ¥es caused extreme dlasatisfaction among the verkers and
resulted In angry public protests. Deronstrations tork place in
the Ostrava region (P50/ D 59) and in Ceske Dudalovice {049/ 9 961,
where erployees of the Rehinoor anterprise staged a strike. The
largest demonstration took place in Brno, where approximately
25,000 workers participated. Action against the deronstrators

vag taken by the workers' militia, the GNB, and some rilitary
amits from the Droo garrison, The use of these rilitary units

to suppress the deronstrators was rrobably unauthorized because

a few daye after the incident, a tinistry of Netlonal Defense de-
eree was rublished in the daily bulletin of the Infantry Institute
at Lipnik mad Decvou (F50/ 0 14) stating that military agsistance
in a eage other than of mturel dimster ecould be invoked only by
order of hipher headquarters. Militury {ntervertion in the Druo -
dsmonstration daraped the highly pratsed eooperttion between the
Cuechosliovak Army and the workers.

There was no mention of these ineidents in the Czechoslovak press
or on radio broadeasts. I feuw days loter, however, brief Ennouncé-
ments were rade in the press and on the rodio thav the General
Seerptary of the Corrunist FParty, Rudolf Slansky, nd been arrest-
ed for espionage activity. Both events created a certain amount
of derression and nervousness arong Perty merbers. The leading
Corrunist offleials ot the Infantry Institute were called, one Y
one, to the Department of Politieal Affairs {(Rawni politicke spro-
wva) in Preoue where, rost probably, they raceived instructions as
to how they should minimize the effeets of both events, explain to
staff personnel why Slansky had been arvested, and exylaia the re-
=ant deronstrations.

Farly in Decerber Cormunist Farty members and vandidates wvere as-
sembled at the Institute for a confidential wmeoting., The Slansky
affasr wms oxplained by Major (fm) Voinar, the cormanding officer's

deruty for politieal affairs, who stated briefly that Slansky had
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been arrested because he was gullty of esplonage and of activities
connected with Sling, Reicin and Kopolt. He stated that increased

. vigilance was necessary by each Party member to help unveil other
such traitors and spies as Slausky. Those present were admonished
to believe only in the Communist Party headed by Klement Gottwald
and in the alliance with the Suviet Union. Vojnar's speech dupli=
cated statements made after the arrest of important officials in
the puho

Lo The political instrustor of the Infantry Institute, Captain (fnu)
Vacek, presented the explanation for the pre<Christmas demonstra-
tions at the meeting, He staied that the demonstyation in Brno
had proved that the workers had not yat reached a sufficiently
high level of political enlightment ard, therefore, did not
understand measures taken by the govermment, He added that even
the Communist leaders in the various industrial enterprises had not
as yet reached this luzvel and, consequently, often £811 under the
influence of reactigciaries and saboteurs. He oxplained that it
would be necessary to mske radical changes in the management of
enterprises in order to prevent similar occurences. The officers
present were then jpstructed to take advantage of every contact
with the workers and the public to explain to them that the reason
for the limited supply of goods ivailuble in the shops was the
need of the govermment first to build up reserves from which to
equip the Army for the war that the capitalists constently
threaten to preeipitate. '

25X1A5. | pimilar explanations were made throughout
the country, .
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